Livingston Economic Development Council

LEDC is an economic development organization working to improve the quality of life for citizens of Livingston Parish

Highlights of 2003

- $8.6 million in new an-
nounced investment and
30 jobs from existing busi-
ness expansions and new
locations (Louisiana Eco-
nomic Development, 3rd
Quarter 2003)

Bass Pro Shop in Denham
Springs is one of only 21 in
the U.S.

Literacy and Technology
Center to help develop a
skilled workforce

Fortune 500 Shaw Sunland
expands with new technol-
ogy

Local residents create jobs
with Northshore Concrete

More retail development
creates additional tax reve-
nues

Livingston Industrial Park
sewer construction project
on track

- Walker Mayor Mike Grim-
mer elected parish presi-
dent

Dixie Business Center
celebrates 10 years

Livingston Hooks Bass Pro Shop

Livingston Parish
landed one of Louisiana’s
largest retail projects in
2003 when Missouri-
based Bass Pro Shops an-
nounced a location in
Denham Springs at Inter-
state-12 and Range Ave-
nue. The parish landed
the deal despite the com-
pany’s interest in loca-
tions in Baton Rouge and
Ascension Parish.

The 150,000
square-foot store will an-
chor a 75-acre develop-
ment including an addi-
tional 200,000 square feet
of restaurants and retail
shopping. A hotel is also
planned for the site.

Bass Pro Shops
are widely known as a
destination location for
outdoor enthusiasts and
others that travel from
surrounding areas to shop
for items often not found
locally. Hence, the g-
peal to other companies
for the services needed to
support the retailer’s
shoppers.
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Denham Springs
Mayor Jimmy Durbin be-
lieves the shop will have
a huge impact on the
area’s economy with the
anticipated 3 million visi-
tors a year. "lt's a huge
fish. It's unbelievable
what has happened to
Denham Springs,” he
said.

The Livingston
Economic Development
Council (LEDC), the
Livingston legislative
delegation and local offi-
cials worked with Bass
Pro officials for 11
months to land the pro-
ject. “Our location and
traffic count, and the fact
that we are an area with a
significant amount of
hunters and fishermen
were really significant in
attracting the company,”
said John Ware, executive
director of the LEDC.

Officials also are
providing the company
with financing assistance
using a Tax Increment
Financing District (TIF),
which Ware says helped.
Under the TIF, bonds
would be sold to help fi-
nance the project, and
then state and local gov-
ernment will use a por-
tion of the sales taxes
generated to pay off the

bonds. “Everybody gains
new tax money, but ap-
plies part of the new tax
money for retirement of
the bonds,” Ware ex-
plained.

“It’s a way to at-
tract a company that can

"Our location and traffic
count, and the fact that
we are an area with a
significant amount of
hunters and fishermen
were really significant in
attracting the company, “
said John Ware,
executive director of the
Livingston Economic

Development Council.

have a significant eco-
nomic impact,” Ware
said.

The new shop,
anticipated to open in the
spring of 2005 will in-
clude a boat showroom
and equipment for fish-
ing, hunting, camping,
backpacking and wildlife
viewing. A pond on the
site will be enlarged into
a 5-acre lake, and travel-
ers on 12 will be able to
see a reflection of the
shop in the lake.
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Northshore Concrete Products Cements Site in Livingston Parish

Northshore

Local residents, including
President Kenneth Smith, officially
opened Northshore Concrete Prod-
ucts, LLC in early summer 2003,
producing precast concrete products
for the construction industry.

“We are very pleased with
the assistance that we have received
from the officials of Livingston Par-
ish,” Smith said. Smith worked
with the LEDC and former Parish
President Dewey Ratcliff to under-
stand the benefits available. “We

saw that as a definite desire by local
leaders to bring new jobs and busi-
nesses to the Parish and we are very
pleased to be here,” Smith added.

Northshore Concrete built a
state-of-the-art 40,000 square foot
manufacturing facility with a 20-ton
overhead crane traversing the entire
plant. The company anticipates a
minimum of 20 new jobs.

The company has its own
concrete redimix plant on site to
produce the basic concrete raw ma-
terial used to precast major items
such as precast catch basins, sewer-
age system manholes and additional
items. This vertical integration will
streamline the manufacturing proc-
ess, and also save contractors time.

The facility, located on

James Chapel North Road in A-
bany, will manufacture and deliver
to construction sites via a new semi-
tractor trailer rig with heavy lift ca-

pacity.
LEDC Board

The LEDC would like to
thank its board members for all
their time and effort in moving
Livingston Parish forward on its
long-term strategic plan for eco-
nomic development.

Center for Literacy and Technology To Develop Skilled Workforce

One of the most important
partnerships for Livingston Parish
was formed last year to address its
future workforce development
needs.

The Livingston Parish Liter-
acy and Technology Center is a joint
project of the Livingston Parish
School Board and Southeastern Lou-
isiana University to provide a pre-
mier training facility that will allow
Livingston Parish to retain and at-
tract industry.

Education and economic
development officials found in-
creased job opportunities for resi-
dents along with the rapid change of
the Parish from a predominantly
rural setting to one that is becoming
more urban in nature. A facility was
needed to provide skills training for
both residents and industry.

“This is a unique situation
in Louisiana to have an educational
center focused on training and edu-
cation for all ages,” said John Ware,
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LEDC executive director.

Some of the programs of-

fered through the center include:
Vocational and technical pro-
grams for high school students;
College courses for accelerated
students on site through dis-
tance learning programs and
professors from the university;
Observation lab for teacher
training classes;
Literacy and parent programs;
Summer camps for science,
math and technology;
A meeting place and educa-
tional facility for business and
industry.

Besides the educational
benefits of the center, approxi-
mately 40 persons will be employed
at the 40,000 square foot facility to
be located on U.S. Hwy. 190 near
Walker. The projected total cost is
$9.28 million, the majority of which
will be funded by the Livingston

Parish School Board. The LEDC
worked with SLU to secure a
$71,000 federal grant to help fund
the center.

Livingston Industrial
Park Sewer Project
on Track

As part of a long-term plan
to further develop the Livingston
Industrial Park in preparation for
future growth, improvements were
made to the sewer system this past
year.

The Livingston Economic
Development Council invested
$130,000 to extend the existing lift
station by 1,200 feet and add an ad-
ditional lift station to serve future
customers.

The Park, located in
Walker on U.S. Hwy. 190, is 200
acres and home to three industries.

www.ledcinc.org
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LEDC Provides
Assistance to Firms

As predicted by the eco-
nomic forecast in our 5-year strate-
gic economic development plan, the
Livingston Parish Economic Devel-
opment Council has witnessed con-
siderable growth in business invest-
ment, jobs and taxes in 2003 in
Livingston Parish.

Not only has the Parish’s
position as a Baton Rouge suburb
drawn more residents, but busi-
nesses from in and outside Louisi-
ana have decided upon Livingston
Parish as a location where they can
operate profitably.

Home Depot opened its
multi-million dollar facility in April
at Range Avenue and Rushing
Road in Denham Springs. This pro-
ject created 120 permanent jobs and
also had a significant impact on
sales and property tax revenues.

Broadway Place, led by de-
veloper E. Jacob Fakouri, an-
nounced its multi-million dollar de-
velopment including a movie thea-
ter, restaurant and shopping center
at Magnolia Beach Road. Another
shopping plaza, Walker Plaza was
developed adjacent to the Super
Wal-Mart in Walker, creating addi-
tional growth in the retail sector of
the Parish.

Other new or expanding
projects under way are at: Vulcan

Steel Company, Starling Industries,
Bronco Construction Co., Pelican
State Credit Union, Lakeside R.V.
Park and Northshore Concrete
Products, Inc.

Grimmer Elected
Parish President

The LEDC would like to
congratulate Mike Grimmer on his
election as Livingston Parish Presi-
dent.

“We look forward to Mike
taking command and are pleased to
work with him on building the
Livingston Parish image during his
first administration,” said LEDC
President Mary Broussard.

President’s Message
Imagine the year is 2010.
Livingston Parish has a healthy and
diversified economy with an attrac-
tive quality of life. Residents, local

Dixie Business Center Celebrates 10 Years

DEMCO’s Dixie Business
Center celebrated 10 years of operat-
ing on October 17. Tenants and
other guests including Mayor
Durbin, former director Skip Smart,
and Mike Taylor of USDA Rural De-
velopment gathered at the incubator
in Denham Springs to reflect upon
the successes over the years.

Dixie Continued on page 4

Livingston Economic Development Council

Officials celebrate Safeco Inc.’s location in the
Dixie Business Center incubator
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Mary Broussard
and businessmen and
women interact effectively. There is
a strong sense of local pride. And
parish-wide planning and zoning
codes prompt orderly growth.
That’s just what a group of

leaders

Livingston Parish residents and
elected officials did last year in the
Livingston Leadership Class of
2003. The diverse group consisted
of professionals in many fields, for-
mer and current elected officials,
several high school students, a
housewife and representatives of
many local organizations.

The group met for several
hours at a time for 10 weeks study-
ing the current quality of life and
dreaming — dreaming of ways to
improve the future.

Some of the Parish’s
strengths the class identified are the
public school system, Home Rule
Charter, the Livingston Economic
Development Council, the Greater
Denham Springs Chamber of Com-
merce and the Livingston Parish
Tourism Commission.

Image surfaced as a high on
the list of concerns. Members of the
leadership class said they wanted a
progressive parish where all citi-
zens work together.

It was no surprise that one
participant in the class — Walker
Mayor Mike Grimmer - used the
need for a change in the Parish’s
image as one of his campaign is-
sues. Grimmer, who becomes
President’s Message continued
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President’s Message continued
i § Livingston Parish President this month, maintains that image
91aw-|-h Sh G | is one of his top priorities. Grimmer has long been active in
e aw rOup nc. economic development in the Parish so that area also is one of
the key areas he plans to tackle.
Shaw Sunland State-of-the- “I'd say we’re really moving in a positive direction,”
Art Paint FaCility Colors the said Shaw Sunland’s Jeff Woods, who also was in the Leader-
ship Class. “With the new administration coming in, perhaps
Landscape the president and the Parish Council will work together.”
o ] Woods said the planned Bass Pro Shop in Denham
Shaw Sunla_nd, lemgstor_\ I?arlgh's For- Springs, new Springfield golf course and greater emphasis on
tune 500 company, invested $3 million in a new tourism also will help the parish.

state-of-the-art paint facility at its current loca- The LEDC, which celebrated 20 years of helping the Parish
tion in the Livingston Industrial Park last year. grow, will continue working for a better Livingston Parish. Hope-

The newly remodeled Walker facility can  fully, the dreamers of the L eadership Class will keep dreaming.
be described as the best in the country, providing ;

Shaw Sunland with competitive advantage over Local Invention to Change Baseba”
all other companies in the market.

The facility is equipped with state-of-the-
art technology, from the paint and blast booths to
the mixing equipment. Sunland can now paint
and blast pipe and pipe spools more efficiently.
And to move the piping through the facility
faster, conveyors were installed. Sunland, SCI
and SS designed the fabrication trailers.

The facility is also more environmentally
friendly because the new equipment decreases
the amount of sandblasting that needs to be
done.

Livingston Parish resi-
dent Joel Albin has developed a
new technology that could change
the batting averages of baseball
players.

Albin patented a device
that dampens the vibrations of a
bat when it comes in contact with
a baseball.

Albin presented his in-
vention at the June meeting of the
Baton Rouge Technology Council,
hosted by the LEDC in Denham
Springs.

Shaw Sunland, the first tenant in the in-
dustrial park in 1985, employs 435 people, 60
percent of them from Livingston Parish.

Dixie Business continued Livingston Community College

The Louisiana Technical and Community College System
) ) . ) announced plans for a Livingston Parish campus to accommodate
vides operating space, technical and managerial o growth that has been occurring in the Parish.

SETVICES aslwell asa reyolvmg loan program to Officials presented the site plan for the new campus to be
businesses in the 9-parish Baton Rouge Metro- located in Walker on U.S. Hwy. 190

politan Area. Inits 10 year existence it has cre-
ated over 300 jobs and graduated 40 businesses.

The 33,000 square foot incubator pro-
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Denham Springs, LA 70726
Phone: (225) 665-5223

Fax: (225) 665-8171
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